Dear Classmate

Hoping you and yours had a safe and happy holiday.

We are putting the finishing touches on our planned 30-year reunion cruise.  About all that’s left is for you to make the decision on whether or not to join us.  Hopefully this letter will provide you with the information you need and get you as excited about it as those of us who have been working out the details.

And those details are:  

· Departure Tampa, Florida, Saturday, 21 January 2006 aboard the Carnival Cruise lines ship Inspiration, scheduled departure time is 4 pm.
· 5 days and 5 nights cruising the western Caribbean  with ports of call at Grand Cayman Island and Cozumel, Mexico.

· Return to Tampa Thursday, 26 January at approx. 7 am.

· Cost is $435/person/dbl occupancy for an interior cabin (no window).  
$485/person for an ocean view cabin (window).  
Suites with balconies can be purchased at higher rates as well.  
These are the prices at the time we book the cruise.  This price includes all meals, taxes and port charges.  You may add up to two additional people to your cabin at $110-130/person.

· Airfare can be purchased from our travel agent, Maryann Sargent of AAA, Sioux City or you can make your own arrangements to get to Tampa.  Cost for airline tickets through AAA from Omaha to Tampa and return, including transfers to and from the ship, will be approx. $350/person.  If you choose to make your own travel plans to Tampa please don’t forget to arrange transfer to and from the dock.
· Finally Maryann has strongly suggested you buy travel insurance.  The cost there is anywhere from $18 for partial coverage to $44 for full coverage, based on a $750 investment (cost of ticket, airfare)

What do you need to do?  

A fully refundable down payment of $175/ person needs to be made to AAA before 30 March 2005 to lock in your room.  You can still book the cruise after March but the cost may change.  Final payment on the cruise will need to be made by 15 November 2005.  To join us please contact Maryann Sargent at 712-258-3880 or email at <maryann.sargent@mn-ia.aaa.com> or join us at the presentation 28 February at the Fireside.  
You can also contact me at (319) 610-2750 or email <pete@ajpetersen.com>.

Because we have had interest from other A-O classes we have decided to an open invitation for others to joining us.  There will be a presentation on the cruise by AAA at the Fireside Lounge in Anthon at 7:00 pm on 28 February 2005.  Announcements about the cruise and the February presentation will be in the Sioux Valley News (formerly Anthon Herald). 
What has many of us excited is the excellent fare Maryann was able to negotiate for us on what has been a very popular cruise.  Grand Cayman offers excellent shopping along with snorkeling and scuba diving and Cozumel is a popular tourist spot for touring the Mexican coast and Mayan ruins as well as deep sea fishing.  I will be posting more info about the cruise on the web site http://www.ajpetersen.com/reunion/homepage.htm
A couple of thoughts on this reunion.  It is no doubt an ambitious undertaking, and will need much more of your consideration than a weekend trip to Anthon.  But one of the things that has always made our class so much fun has been the camaraderie we shared in high school and the excellent participation we’ve had in five-year reunions since.  You may not have made every reunion we’ve had; 1977, 1981, 1986, 1991 and 2001, but I guarantee you somebody, usually several somebodies, have asked about you.  Over the past couple of years working this cruise I have had a great time talking with many of you on the phone and those who have been working this project in Anthon have had some great times getting together.   This reunion will give us all a chance to renew old friendships, and to see folks you might not have seen in 30 years.  

Conversely if you have no real desire to see your old high school chums, the price we have negotiated provides you an excellent opportunity to take a cruise you may have always wanted to take.  The Inspiration is a large ship and there will be plenty to things to do and see without ever having to participate in any activities we may plan.

Over the next few months I or someone else from the class will be giving you a call.  No one will be pressuring you to come on the cruise if you choose not to.  The calls are simply a way of ensuring that you have all the information you need or if you have additional question.  It will also be a way of building even more excitement about our 30 year reunion.

Sincerely 

Alan Petersen

319-610-2750 (cell)

319-266-4111

pete@ajpetersen.com
alan.petersen@us.army.mil  

